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			OUR ART MARKETS









			SPPA continues to make its presence known in Portsmouth. The “Toads on High” and “Winging it through Portsmouth” are big hits for us and the city. Now, we have done it again by creating 2 art markets in our downtown! 
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			The KOMI Art Market is every Saturday from 9 am to 1 pm on High and Court Streets across from the Farmers Market. Nikita Jones and Ashley Raeneil are the market managers. So far, we have 10 - 15 artists each week. Their art is amazing and their prices very affordable. 
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			The Art Market on First Fridays is from 5- 8 pm coinciding with the PortsEvents First Friday concerts and is located around the outside fence of the Portsmouth Art & Cultural Center courtyard. Kathy and Jim Cullen are the market managers.
Both of our markets are excellent opportunities for our local artists to shine. Our market managers are doing their job to get quality artists as vendors. SPPA members need to support them. Please share our posts on Facebook with your friends.
In addition to their duties as market managers, Ashley Raeneil & Kathy Cullen have agreed to be board members. They both will bring plenty of energy and enthusiasm to the SPPA. 
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			We hope you will Shop Small All Fall and support our local artists!









		






			THANKS AND FAREWELL
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	As we welcome our two new board members, we must say goodbye to an amazing supporter of the arts, Nancy Perry. She retires this month and is leaving Portsmouth for the Eastern Shore. Thank you, Nancy, for your years of hard work and great advice.






		






			HOFFLER CREEK WILDLIFE PRESERVE









		






			This past August SPPA installed and dedicated three beautiful heron sculptures in Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve. They were fabricated by sculptor, Roger DiTarando in Connecticut. Using a matching grant from the Portsmouth Museum & Fine Arts Commission and a $500 gift from the Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve Foundation, we purchased them for around $15,000. They are installed in a tranquil location off one of the trails. Please take time to go to Hoffler Creek and see our heron sculptures entitled “Patience”, the “Before I Die” and “Draw What You Saw” boards, as well as the Owl Wings by Victoria Weiss.









		


	






			









		






			FALL FOR PORTSMOUTH FESTIVAL









		


	






			On October 2nd SPPA and Create Portsmouth Now hosted a very successful “Fall for Portsmouth” arts & music festival. The event featured 6 Portsmouth-based musical acts and 21 Portsmouth-based artists, community organizations, and food vendors. The estimated attendance was 300. Niki Park headed up this effort, and we thank her and everyone else who helped with this event. We also wish to thank Towne Bank for allowing us to use their parking lot again for this home-grown event.









		






			PORTSMOUTH MUSICIAN MURALS









		






			SPPA now has the city's approval to install our three musician murals. The Ruth Brown mural will be placed in the Main Branch Library and Tommy Newsom and Bill Deal will be installed at the pavilion in Portsmouth City Park, near our mural of Mayor James Holley IV.









		






			FUTURE PROJECTS









		






			For the remaining months of 2021 SPPA will be concentrating on:

1. Increasing customers and vendors for the street markets
2. Increasing membership
3. Working on a 2022-2023 Portsmouth Museums & Fine Arts Commission grant application
4. Completing small projects like a public piano, more painted frames for Paradise Creek Nature Preserve, and planning fundraising activities and fun trips for 2022
5. Continuing to update our website and social media
6. Working with city planners to install sculptures in the Friendship Garden in Portsmouth City Park
Stay tuned for more information










			






			   MEMBERSHIP      









			We are pleased to announce that our membership to SPPA has increased to 73 members. If you are not yet a member, membership is $20, renewable each January. To become a member you can enroll online at SPPAVA.org using PayPal, debit, or credit card. You may also join by mail at:
SPPA
P.O. Box 232
Portsmouth, VA 23705

SPPA depends exclusively on volunteers. As SPPA members or soon-to-be members, please share your ideas and suggestions. Tell us if you wish to volunteer for any project. Spread the word and get friends to join.
It's fun to Be a pART of ART!









		






			Don't forget our Portsmouth Cultural Arts District Self-guided Art Walk!
Enjoy a relaxing 1.25 mile stroll through the Portsmouth Cultural Arts District and visit 28 amazing murals, sculptures, and more along the way. Put on your Fitbit, bring a friend, and enjoy this beautiful fall weather. 
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